Earth Science Today
Phases of the Moon Journal

For the next 28 days, take note of the Moon at least once per day and record your observations in a journal to be turned in for a lab grade.  I will only accept a handwritten journal.  The journal should note the following

Date.

Time of day of observation

Location in the sky of the Moon

phase of the Moon

Which side of the moon (east or west) is "lit" by the sun (consider east and west as viewed from the Earth, not east and west sides of the Moon).

A drawing of the moon as it appears in the sky

The purpose of this journal is to become familiar with the Moon, its phases, and how the phase of the moon is related to the position of the moon in the sky and the time of day.  (for example, a full moon will always be near the eastern horizon at sunset, overhead about midnight, and near the western horizon near sunrise).

Be aware that you can't just go outside anytime and see the Moon.  Roughly half of the time, the Moon is on the other side of the Earth from us.  Sometimes the Moon will be visible during the day and sometimes during the night.  You should become aware of when and where to expect the Moon, based on its phase, and plan your observations accordingly.  If you simply record "Moon not visible" because you didn't know when or where to expect it in the sky, that is not adequate.

The phases of the Moon, beginning at new Moon, are the following:

new Moon

waxing crescent

first quarter

waxing gibbous

full moon

waning gibbous

third quarter

waning crescent

back to new Moon

