Dinosaur identification Lab

Identify the following from among the groups below.  Some of the features of the most common members of each group are listed.

Dinosaurs


Saurischian (lizard-hipped)

Sauropods:  commonly large, long neck and tail, usually 4-footed stance, example is the “brontosaurus”

Theropod:  commonly meat-eating, often 2-footed stance, example is the tyrannosaurus


Ornithischian (bird-hipped)

Ornithopod:  commonly 2-footed stance, often have elaborate bony crest, includes the duck-billed dinosaurs.  Example is the hadrosaurus.

Stegosaurs:  commonly 4-footed stance, triangular bones along back, may have a spiked tail, small head, example is the stegosaurus.

Ceratopsians:  commonly 4-footed stance, bony, flared “shield” on head, often with horns, example is the triceratops.

Ankylosaurs:  commonly 4-footed stance.  Armored back (“turtle-like”).  May have a bony tail.  Example is the ankylosaurus.

Pachycephalosaurs:  commonly 2-footed stance.  Thick, bony head.  

Non-dinosaurian reptiles of the Mesozoic


Plesiosaur:  Marine reptile, long neck with flippers, carnivorous


Mosasaur:  Marine reptile, flippers, somewhat shark-like.


Pelycosaurs:  Terrestrial reptile,   4-footed stance, large sail on back, carnivorous or herbivorous.


Icthyosaurs:  Marine reptile, flippers, more fish-like than the Mosasaur.


Pterosaurs:  Flying reptile.  

Suggested Method:  First identify it as dinosaurian or not.  Then identify it as Saurischian or Ornithischian based on pelvic structure.
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